<£  *  ' 


Doc.  No.  2515  S 


•  ?»\gc  I 


Extract  from 

Interrogation  of  Kidski  Tojo 

86  March  1946 

t>.  1-3 

A  Yeeterday  there  was  no  me  intprro’P.tion  about  prisoners  and 
there  is  son°tl.i ng  I  would  like  to  oa.y  about  t:At. 

q  I  was  about  to  bring  th  t  ijr  a  a  -ion  up  and  e.sk  if  you  didn't 
have  something  ;ou  want  /:  to  r*y» 

A  Sir.ee  tha  and  of  the  var,  1  have  read  ebcut;  th''  irhurane 

pets  commit  bed  by  Japanese  wr  a~d  navy  personnel.  These 
were  oertrinly  rot  tae  intention  of  those  in  aut.noritj  > 
that  ie,  of  the  General  f.affo,  or  the  War  or  Eavy 
Departments ,  or  mytnlf.  Wo  did  r.ot  ever  suspect  thPt  such 
things  had  happened..  The  Emperor  especially,  beer. use  of  his 
benevolence ,  would  have  had  c.  contrary  feeling.  Such  acts 
are  not  permissible  in  Japan.  The  character  of 
the  Japanese  people  is  inch  that  they  b-'li^ve  that  neither 
Heaver,  nor  Earth  would  permit  ouch  things.  It  will  be  too 
bad  if  people  in  the  vorid  believe  thpt  these  inhumane  acts 
ar-  the  result  of  Japanese  character.  ^  preceding  portion 
of  the  answer  was  jxad  back  to  the  witness  v/ho  agreed  as 
to  its  correctness^ 

T!.e  second  point  with  regard  to  prisoners:  The  treatment 
of  or is oner b  in  tV  responsibility  of  various  arm"  commander a , 
hence  I  relied  uoor.  them  to  have  regard  for  humane  considera¬ 
tions  and  to  follow  the  V  me  of  international  treaties  and 
rules.  Of  course,  since  1  •■'as  th«  supervisor  of  military 
administration,  I  am  completely  responsible. 

The  third  point  is  that  Japanese  man- ers  and  customs  are 
different  from  those  of  Europe  and  America  and  th*  standard 
of" living  is  also  different.  These  things  affected  the 
treatment  of  prisoners.  TV  re  are  some  thi"gs  I  want  to 
explain,  about  this. 

a)  In  regard  to  inhumane  acts,  these  "rp  not  permitted 
under  Japanese  manners  or  customs  either. 
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A  Yaetoiday  there  w.b  some  interrogation  about  prisoners  and 
there  is  eo nothing  I  would  like  to  say  about  that. 

Q  I  was  ?  tout  to  bring  th*  t  ^vea- ior.  up  and  ”sk  if  you  didn't 
have  HC.a-’thjr.g  jou  want  :r  to  e-y, 

A  Sir.co  the  end  of  the  xar,  i  have  read  about  the  irhuranr 

acts  conral  l  bed  by  Japanese  any  a“&  navy  personnel.  Theso 
were  certainly  rot  t.ne  i'  tontioti  of  those  in  authority, 
that  is,  of  the  General  faffs,  or  the  War  or  Eavy 
Departr.enta ,  or  mycolf.  Wo  did  not  ever  3uopecfc  thpt  such 
thingc  had  haoper.od..  The  Emoeror  especially,  because  of  his 
benevolence,  would  have  had  p.  contrary  feeling.  Such  acts 
are  not  pernissiblr'  in  Japan.  The  character  of 
the  Japanese  people  io  ouch  that  they  b^li^ve  th^t  neither 
Hepvon  nor  Earth  would  permit  ouch  things.  It  will  be  too 
bad  if  people  in  the  world  believe  that  t.h'se  inhumane  acts 
are  the  result  of  Japanese  character .  /The  preceding  portion 
of  th  finsw ->r  was  j'ead  back  to  the  witness  who  agreed  as 
to  its  correctness^/ 

The  second  point  with  regard  to  prisoners:  The  treatment 
of  prisoners  is  the  responsibility  of  various  array  commanders, 
hence  I  relied  unor.  them  to  have  regard  for  humane  considera¬ 
tions  and  to  follow  thr  U  rna  of  interra tiona.1  treaties  end 
rules.  Of  course,  since  1  wkb  th"  supervisor  of  military 
administration,  I  am.  conroletely  responsible. 

The  third  point  ip  that  Japanese  man- era  and  customs  are 
different  from  those  of  Europe  and  America  e.nd  the  standard 
of  living  is  also  different.  There  things  effected  the 
treatment  of  prisoners.  Thr  re  p.re  some  thi’-gs  I  want  to 
rxnlain  about  this. 

a)  In  regard  to  inhumane  acts,  these  err  not  permitted 
under  Japanese  manners  or  customs  either. 
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b)  In  regard  to  the  difference  ir  the  standard  of  living, 
the  treaties  provide  that  oriso^-rs  a.r-  to  he  giver.  the 

8 are  rations  as  th  troops  of  the  detaining  nation.  That 
van  a.luo  directed  in  orders  that  were  issued.  Socpupp  of 
the  difference  in  the  standard  cf  livi-g,  the  American  rnd 
liuropee:'  pr  if  oners  thought  wVpv  they  '-  ere  r ivne  t 'v  H-ie 
ration?  a?  Jrpar.ese  troops  that  tV  rations  v>rp  very  vary 
unappetizing.  Particular ly,  on  th'  battlefields  ,  this  f 'cl¬ 
ing  vrti  -”L Long ,  I  V.  iev~.  In  regard  to  life  ir.  the 
barro-ka  /p.y.ohe/,  t'y>  bt.r rac ,  for  exanplc,  at  Or.ori,  which 
arc  field  bj-rrar.  :i  /yaoiebi/,  they  would  not  he.  thought  bad 
by  the  Japanese  tre.-ps,  *ut-  the  JJnroeean  end  American 
prison,  ra  thought  the"  •  re  very  poor. 

c)  The  Japanese  idea  f  ^out  b'irg  taker,  prisoner  is  different 
from  U*at  in  Eurc.o e  and  Arer ice.  In  Ja.oi.r.,  it  is  regarded 

pa  f  disgrace*.  Under  Jt.'  :.nesr  criminal  lav,  anyone  who 
becomes  a  prisoner  •  file  still  able*  to  resist  has  committed 
a  criminal  offense,  the  *«o.irum  puriohmert  for  which  is  tho 
death  penalty.  In  Europe  ard  Americp ,  it  is  different.  A 
person  who  is  tskon  pris-  -er  is  honored  because  he  has 
discharg'd  his  duties,  bv.c  in  Japp.u,  it  is  very  different. 

d)  I  wart  to  say  something  now  about  the  feeling  with  regard 
to  slppuiig  on  the  side  of  the  face,  I"  J acareae  farilies 
where  th«  educe.tionpl  standard  is  low,  slanping  in  uned  as  a 
moors  of  training.  Ir.  the  Jr  penes  e  army  arid  navy,  although 
this  is  forbidden,  it  continues  in  fact  because  of  the 
influence  of  the  customs  of  the  people.  This,  of  cotirse,  ip 
a  custom  that  ougat  to  be  correct 'd;  it  ought  to  be  stooped; 
but  I  don't  thiiJc  it  is  a  cri^e.  It  is  non'thirg  that  comes 
from  custom.  Tat  is  all  I  wpftt  to  srv  or  this. 

There  is  a  correction  I  would  like  to  :«ko  regarding 
yesterday's  interrogation.  Yesterday,  I  was  asked  if  I 
had  met  Lieutenant  General  HOMMA .  I  said  that  I  had  ?*ot  met 
him,  but  this  veer  vhor.  I  was  in  Om.ori  Prison,  I  met  him.  One 
other  point.  When  an  pm;-*  commander  cer.e  back  to  Japan 
during  the  war,  he  would  "rake  a  situation  report  to  the 
Emperor.  On  sack  occasions,  he  would  be  accomDe^ied  by 
tho  Chief  of  Staff  and  tva  Urr  Minister.  I  do  rot  wall 
remember,  it  it  nay  be  that  I  met  HDMKA  o.n  such  an  occasion 
since  he  was  an  army  commander.  That  is  all  I  waited  to  s ay. 

*  *■  *.  *  * 
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Do  you  not  recoil  t'vat  the  Japanese  Go-'rr rim,'r.t  informed 
tiie  United  Staton,  through  th  •>  Swiss  Government  or.  or 
about  20  January  ] 941 ,  that  Japan  would  follow,  in  the  ver 
thou  pending:  (l)  The  various  internr tional  conve- tions  , 

inclur  ing  thou?  sign'd  r.t  The  Hague  a 'd  Geneva:  (2)  Ir  tor- 
national  lav;:  (8/  ll'.r  r  lr8  end  custo~a  of  law  pb  to 
prisoners  and  civilians? 

I  don’t  recpli  it,  tut  I  think  it  ifl  very  likely. 

You  state  that  yov.  arc  *  ow  aware  of  th  fact  that  that 
promise  was  ot  kot>t  or  carried  out.  Why  vres  it  not 
complied  with  or  kept?  Do  you  understand  the  question’ 

I  understand  it  as  regards  the  inhumane  acta  towards 
prisonero  that  we  have  talked  about.  It  was  the  Government’s 
intention  to  follow  these  conventions,  and  it  wa.s  mir.o.  The 
fact  that  those  things  happened  is  very  much  to  bo  regretted. 
The  responsibility  for  than  ia  mine. 

You  mentioned  today  that  vou  did  r.ot  even  suspect  the  occur¬ 
rence  of  these  atrocities  and  tho  inhumane  treatment  of 
prisoners.  How  car  you  say  t’.iis  when  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  through  the  Swisn  and  other  govrr-ymer.ts , 
ma.de  numerous  written  and  detailed  conpla.i.uts  to  ”our  Toreign 
Office  about  these  very  ratters? 

The  matter  of  responsibility  for  humane  considerations  and 
the  following  of  treat”  provisions  w  s  the  responsibility  of 
th»  various  army  commanders.  I  bclievpd  that  they  were 
follov'ina  them.  That  in  mv  answer. 

So  that,  although  these  runerous  complaints  were  made  on 
these  natters,  you  still  trusted  the  commanders  in  the  field 
and  did  not  believe  tho  complaints.  Is  that  true? 

Ac  I  said  bofore,  when  a  protest  would  come  in,  I  would  for¬ 
ward  it  to  the  responsible  army  commander  involved  for  action 
which  I  thought  was  taken,  I  could,  not  t'll  whether  the 
protest  wg b  appropriate  or  not,  and  I  presumed  fat 
iuveoti -rations  wore  made,  followed,  by  courts  martial  or  other 
suitable  action. 


PURL:  http://www.legal-tools.org/doc/d8ae43/ 


Doc.  No.  2515 


Page  2 


p.  4-5  cont’d 

0  Did  you  hoar  of  any  courts  nartinl  or  suitable  action  taker, 
i-  co” “> action  with  the  r  trod  ties  and  inhumane  rctr.  apainst 
American  prisoners  in  the  "Bataan  March"  that  v<-  spoke  about 
yesterday  end.  today? 

A  I  think  that  the  conrnr.d lug  officer  took  lc.tal  measures. 

q  Or.  what  do  you  base  that  nta tenant? 

A  The  frets  of  that  ease  would  rave  -one  to  the  com.nar.dirg 
officer  who  had  th-  responsibility  for  taking  appropriate 
action. 

Q  Then,  it  in  only  your  r.necul”tion  that  such  action  was  taken? 

A  Yob,  but  I  think  it  v/ps  taken  because  it  was  h.is  responsibility. 

*  *  *  *  — 
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Q  You  state  that  wh^n  complaints  wore  made  by  the  TTnitad 
States  and  Jr^a.t  Britain  about  the  inhunane  treatment  of 
their  prisoners  of  war,  the  concleirts  would  cor.''  to  the 
Foreign  Ministry  and  then  to  the  War  Department .  V/ere 
copies  of  three  conpla.ir.tB  Bent  to  the  Er.psror,  or  was  the 
Emperor  informed  ir.  any  way  of  them? 

A  So,  ho  was  not.  I  handled  them  on  ny  own  responsibility. 

Q,  Why  we s  not  the  Enneror,  as  Conmandrr-in-Chiof  of  the  Japanese 
array  and  navy,  advised  of  these  complaints? 

A  I  thought  it  was  all  right  to  handle  them  or  my  ovrr. 
responsibility. 

Q  Sir.ce  the  Emperor  had  ordered  that  prisoners  of  war  should  not 
be  mistreated,  did  he  not  have  th"  right  to  know  of  th-se 
protests. 

A  I  understood  the  Emperor's  feelings  very  well.  On  ny  own 
reppor.sibility,  I  sent  these  protests  to  the  responsible 
field  commanders  for  investigation  as  to  the  facts.  The 
Emperor  wes  busy  and  had  a  greet  deal  of  work  so  I  did  this 
on  ny  own.  Consequently,  the  Enoeror  is  not  responsible  ir 
connection  with  this  ratter.  I  am  responsible. 
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